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Evidence notice –                                                               

an investigation of a possible failure to                    

comply with Welsh language standards 

1. Case number 

CSG470 

2. Name of person given the evidence notice 

City and County of Swansea Council 

3. Date on which the evidence notice is given 

06/02/2019 

4. Evidence requested 

Information and documents  
 

1. Please provide information offering an outline or information on the background that 
led to the decision to consider to close Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Felindre. 
 

2. Please provide information about any process that the Council followed in making 
the policy decision to close the school, including any steps taken to approve the 
decision before and after the public consultation. 

 
3. Explain how the Council conducted it’s public consultation on the decision to close 

the school. 
 

4. Provide copies of the documents published as part of the public consultation. 
Please provide both Welsh and English copies. I request that you refer any sections 
relating to assessing the impact of the decision on the Welsh language and any 
relevant questions asked as part of the consultation. 
 

5. Explain how the Council ensured that all relevant information and documents 
relating to the public consultation were available in Welsh and English and were 
equally accessible to the public. 
 

6.  Provide a list of all the documents published on the Council's website as part of the 
publish consultation stating whether the documents were available on the English 
and Welsh pages at the same time. 
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7. Confirm whether a copy of the Welsh Impact Assessment document was included 

with the consultation documents on the Council's website. Please indicate if the 
document was available on the English and Welsh pages of the website throughout 
the consultation period. 
 

8. The complainant alleges that the spaces provided in the response form to write 
comments were smaller on the Welsh version than on the English version. Confirm 
whether these allegations are correct explaining the reasons why the spaces on the 
Welsh version appears to be smaller than the English version. 
 

9. Explain the steps taken by the Council to assess what effects, if any (whether they 
are positive or adverse) that the decision to close the school would have  on - 

(a) opportunities for persons to use the Welsh language, and 
(b) treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 

 
10. Provide any record of any discussions regarding the considerations noted  in 

question 9,  together with information regarding any steps taken to consider how the 
policy can be formulated so that it would have positive effects, or more positive 
effects, on – 

(a) opportunities for persons to use the Welsh language, and 
(b) treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 

 
11. Provide any record of any discussions regarding the considerations noted  in 

question 9, together with information regarding any step taken to consider how the 
policy can be formulated so that it would have decreased adverse effects, on – 

(a) opportunities for persons to use the Welsh language, and 
(b) treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language 
 

12. Explain how the Council has sought views about the effects that the decsision to 
close the school would have on - 

(a) opportunities for persons to use the Welsh language, and 
(b) treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 
 

13. Explain how the Council sought views on how the policy could be formulated or 
revised so that it would have positive effects, or more positive effects on - 

a) opportunities for persons to use the Welsh language, and 
(b) treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 

 
14. Explain how the Council sought views on how the policy could be formulated or 

revised so that it would have decreased adverse effects, on – 
(a) opportunities for persons to use the Welsh language, and 
(b) treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 
 

15. Explain the steps taken by the Council to assess what effect, if any (whether they 
are positive or adverse) the decision to close to the school will have on the 
opportunities for the Council to maintain and develop the Welsh-medium 
educational provision. 
 

16. Explain what processes were in place to receive, consider and respond to 
comments submitted as part of the public consultation. Provide any records of 
discussions that took place to consider the comments received. 
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17. Provide information about any other methods used by the Council to consider the 

effects, if any, of the policy decision to close the school on the Welsh language. 
 

18. Please provide any further information or evidence which you wish the 
Commissioner to consider when determining whether the Council has complied with 
the standards set out in the investigation’s terms of reference.  

 
19. Please provide a copy of any policy, procedure, guideline or other document which 

you wish the Commissioner to consider when determining whether the Council has 
complied with the standards set out in the investigation’s terms of reference. 

 

5. Evidence format 

The evidence should be sent in writing, in electronic documents, to 
investigations@welshlanguagecommissioner.wales. 

6. Timetable 

The evidence should be provided within 15 working days; that is by 27/02/2019.  

7. Restrictions and appeals 

This notice does not require the Council to provide information that it is prohibited from 
disclosing by virtue of an enactment, and it does not require the Council to do anything that 
it could not be compelled to do in proceedings before the High Court.  

 
The Council must disregard this notice, and notify the Commissioner, if complying with it 
would require the Council to disclose specific information which involves the intelligence 
services.  

 
The Council may apply to the Welsh Language Tribunal to have this notice cancelled on the 
grounds that a requirement imposed by the notice is unnecessary in relation to the purpose 
of the investigation, is otherwise unreasonable or disproportionate, or is undesirable for 
reasons of national security.  

8. Enforcement 

If the Commissioner thinks that a person who has been given a compliance notice has 
failed, without reasonable excuse, to comply with it, or that this is likely to happen, the 
Commissioner may apply to a county court for an order requiring that person to comply with 
the notice.  
 


